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 On Thursday, May 17 the fourth grade stu-

dents from Beaver Dam’s Prairie View Elementary 

School visited the historical society for one of their 

final field trips of the year.  Forty-eight students, 

plus teachers and chaperones spent the morning ro-

tating through the museum, the Lost Lake School, 

and outside to play old-fashioned recess games. 

 Before starting their tour we began with 

some state trivia as the students helped to raise a 48-

star flag and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 As fourth graders, the kids spent the year 

learning about Wisconsin history, and we were 

pleased to supplement their learning with this field 

trip.  If you know of anyone who might be interested 

in a field trip, please encourage them to contact us. 

The field trip planning guide is detailed on our web-

site at lostlakerandolphhistory.org. 

 Special thanks to the volunteers who made 

this day possible; Arnold Bashynski, Delwyn Biel, 

Mary Biel, Bev Broderdorf, Valerie Johnson, Mary 

Kirchberg, Betty Meeusen and Kathy Schraufnagel. 

Military Uniform Display Planned 

Just a reminder to send in your dues for 2012.  The 

membership form is enclosed with this mailing if you 

haven’t  renewed yet. Thanks in advance for your sup-

port! 

Questions about your membership?  

Call Valerie Johnson at 326-5554. 

MEMBERSHIP  REMINDER 

 A new display is in the works at the museum 

and we are seeking military uniforms.  We are hoping 

that local residents who served in the Armed Forces 

will be willing to donate their uniforms to us for this 

display. 

 Currently, we have WWI and WWII Army 

uniforms, a 1957 Air Force uniform, a WWII Army 

Air Corps uniform, and a Korean War Army uniform. 

 Please help us grow this exhibit with your do-

nation. If you have a uniform you would like to do-

nate, please call Arnie Bashynksi at 326-3301.  We 

are most interested in displaying uniforms that were 

worn by residents of the local area as they served our 

country. 

Prairie View students and chaperones at the end of their field 

trip. Some of the girls dressed in period costumes for the visit. 
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Parade Float Ideas?? 

 

It’s not to soon to start 

thinking about a 

theme for our Labor 

Day Parade float.  If 

you have a  neat float 

idea that will help 

promote our society, 

let Arnie Bashynski 

know at 326-3301. 

 As our own family vacation is fast approaching while I work on this issue of the 
newsletter, it makes me think of how family vacations have changed in the past century 

– or maybe, how little they’ve changed.  

 In the last one hundred years, obviously the advent of air travel has made the 
biggest difference in our travel habits, but recent data shows that 76% of families still 
drive to their family vacation destinations. The authorization of the construction of the 
interstate highway system in 1956 was one of the most significant changes for driving 
vacations, allowing travelers to go further distances with ease in the few days allotted 

each year for vacation time.  

 Ah, the family driving vacation. Was it really that different to be crammed in a 

car with your siblings in 1930, 1950 or 1970? Probably not! 

 So have our travel destinations changed much through the decades?  Not much, 
according to current statistics which show that we still most often visit friends and rela-

tives, sightsee, or go to beaches and waterfronts on our vacations. 

 It’s rather fun to think of our relatives going on some of the same type of vaca-

tions so many years ago that we might be taking today.  

 Happy summer vacation!   - Valerie Johnson 

Family Vacations Then and Now 

Trip to Canada to visit 
relatives circa 1925 in 
the Willis Knight: 
Esther, Clara, Mary 

and Albert Biel. (right) 

 

(below) 

Trip to the Badlands in 
a 1937 Chevy. Ed and 
Sophia Biel on the left 
and Claire Biel on the 
right. (Leonard Biel is 

taking the picture.) 
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Want to be a member? 

If you are not a member but would like to join, our 

membership levels are:   

$10 Individual                $20 Family                     

$100 Contributing          $500 Business/Professional         

$1000 Lifetime/Sustaining 

Please send your name and address along with your 
contribution to Lost Lake-Randolph Historical Society 
c/o Lois Biel   

324 North Columbus Street 

Randolph, WI  53956 

 

(Please note:  current members are sent renewal notices 
in August each year.) 

HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

PROVIDES           
PIT-STOP TO 
MACC FUND 

RIDERS 

 

 JULY 1  Museum Open  1– 4 pm 

 JULY 15 Museum Open  1– 4 pm 

 AUGUST 2 Board Meeting  7 pm 

 AUGUST 5  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 AUGUST 8  Annual meeting  7 pm 

 AUGUST 19  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 SEPTEMBER 2 Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 SEPTEMBER 3 Labor Day Parade - Randolph 

 SEPT. 16  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 NOV. 10 Chili Supper  4 - 8 pm 

2012 Calendar of Events 

The MACC (Midwest Athletes Against Childhood 

Cancer) Fund bicycle ride used our site on Satur-

day, June 9 for a rest stop on their 100 mile bike 

ride.   

This  is the 23rd year for the ride and the second 

year we’ve provided a pit-stop.  More than 2500 

bikers take part in the fundraiser, riding distances 

from 18 miles to the full 100. They sure appreci-

ated the cold drinks and ice as the temperature 

reached 86 degrees. 

Thanks to our volunteers Mary Biel, Bev Broder-

dorf, Karryl Carlin, Gene Carlin,  Bill Kirchberg 

and Kathy Schraufnagel for making this possible. 

MACC Fund riders enjoy the shade on the historical society lawn. 

Friesland Men’s Choir Performance  
 

We were pleased to welcome the Friesland 

Men’s Choir back for their third performance at 

the historical society on April 20.  

Their gospel songs, once again, entertained and 

inspired us! 

Thanks to all society members who brought des-

serts for the reception following the concert.  

We appreciate your help! 

In Memorial 

Sadly, we need to pay tribute to Helen Hensler (Biel) 

who passed away on February 4 of this year. Helen 

was a long-standing member of the society and will 

be missed. 



Daily Citizen Features Our Museum 
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 We were pleased to see that the Beaver Dam Daily Citizen dedicated three full pages of coverage 
(and nine photos) to a wonderful feature article about our historical society and museum in their May 19th is-
sue.  The article was entitled Saving Grace: Museum, Empty Church a Perfect Match.  If you missed it, we have 
a few copies available for reading at the historical society or you can access it online by typing into your 

browser window:  Beaver Dam Daily Citizen Saving Grace.   

 After more than a decade working to establish our museum as an asset to the community it is a wonder-

ful boost to be recognized this way. 

 

FACILITY UPDATE 

After last year’s hail damage we 

needed to replace the church roof and 

house roof.  Check out the picture to 

see how great the new burgundy roof 

looks on the church. Additionally, 

the steeple was recently repaired and 

reroofed.   


