
 On April 12th the retired teachers of Colum-

bia County held their 50th Anniversary luncheon at 

the historical society.  Approximately 50 former 

teachers were able to attend.  Special thanks to Alice 

Schmidt and Lois Biel for providing the lunch and 

our members who helped serve the meal.  They were 

from left to right in the photo below Karryl Carlin, 

Myrlen Campnell, Mary Biel, Lois Biel, Bev Broder-

dorf, Mary Kirchberg, Lori Retzlaff, and (not pic-

tured) Kathy Schraufnagel and Kelsey Curkeet. 

LOST LAKE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, July 3    

Lost Lake-Randolph 
Historical Society 
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On Sunday, July 3 we are holding an open house 

from 1– 5 to showcase the restored Lost Lake 

School.  Through many hours of hard work this 

building has turned into a marvelous exhibit.   

We hope during the coming school year we will be a 

destination for school groups learning about local 

history. 

Come and see all that has been accomplished and 

enjoy some refreshments. 

Columbia County Retired Teachers 
Meet at Historical Society 

Just a reminder to send in your dues for 2011.  The 

membership form is enclosed with this mailing if you 

haven’t  renewed yet. Thanks in advance for your sup-

port! 

Questions about your membership?  

Call Valerie Johnson at 326-5554. 

MEMBERSHIP  REMINDER 
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Board of Directors 

 

Delwyn Biel 

President 

 

Vernon Biel 

Vice President 

 

Arnold Bashynski 

Secretary 

 

Lois Biel 

Treasurer 

 

Bill Kirchberg 

Director 

 

Kathy Schraufnagel  

Director 

 

Gene Carlin 

Director 

Did you know? Facts about our early years. 

Want to be a 
member? 

If you are not a member but 

would like to join, our mem-

bership levels are:   

$10 Individual                 

$20 Family                     

$100 Contributing          

$500 Business/Professional         

$1000 Sustaining 

Please send your name and 
address along with your  
contribution to  
Lost Lake-Randolph Historical 
Society 
c/o Lois Biel   

324 North Columbus Street 

Randolph, WI  53956 

 

 JUNE 19 Museum Open  1– 4 pm 

 JULY 3   Lost Lake School 

   Open House   1– 5pm 

 JULY 9  Dodge County Societies Tri-annual Meeting   

 JULY 17 Museum Open  1– 4 pm 

 AUGUST 7  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 AUGUST 10  Annual meeting  7 pm 

 AUGUST 21  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 SEPTEMBER 4  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 SEPT. 18  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 OCTOBER 13 Board Meeting  2 pm 

 NOV. 12 Chili Supper  4 - 8 pm 

 NOV. 17 Board Meeting  2 pm 

2011 Calendar of Events 

Congress approved the establishment of the Wisconsin Territory on April 20, 1836 
(took effect July 3.)  The Wisconsin Territory included all of the current states of    

Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota and part of the Dakotas. 

In 1835 just prior to Wisconsin becoming a Territory the first land sale took place, 

allowing settlers to purchase parcels of land.  The second land sale was in 1839. 

The Wisconsin Territory was granted statehood on May 29, 1848. 

Population of Dodge and Columbia Counties from 1850 to 1875 

 

 

 

 
 

The village of Randolph was founded in 1857 by Abiel Stark.  John Converse fin-
ished the first building in Randolph in April 1857.  Converseville was Randolph’s first 
name.  It later became Westfield before the name Randolph was officially used.  

Randolph’s official incorporation came during the 1869-70 legislative session. 
 

The village of Fall River was founded by A.A. Brayton in 1846.  That was also the 
year that most of the townships in Columbia County were organized into official units 

of government. 
 

Crops grown in Columbia and Dodge County in 1876 by number of acres 

 1850 1855 1860 1865 1870 1875 

Columbia 9565 17965 24441 26112 28802 28863 

Dodge 19138 34540 42818 46841 47835 48394 

 Wheat Oats  Barley Rye Corn 

Columbia 64,472 24,871 7,694 7,648 40,274 

Dodge 128,709 25,592 11,463 2,134 29,401 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROVIDES           

PIT-STOP TO MACC FUND RIDERS 

Civil War Memories and Mementos 

The MACC (Midwest Athletes Against Childhood 

Cancer) Fund bicycle ride will use our site on Satur-

day, June 11 for a rest stop on 

their 100 mile bike ride.  This  is 

the 22nd year for the ride.  More 

than 2500 bikers  take part in the 

fundraiser, riding distances from 

18 miles to the full 100.  Thanks 

to our volunteers for readying the 

site for the riders.   

It’s been 150 years since the start of the Civil War. The 
Wisconsin Historical Museum is hosting an exhibit of the 
objects that people created and collected to remember 
their experiences. In this exhibit you can explore how peo-
ple responded to the war, how they chose to memorialize 
it, and how the experience of war and remembrance has 

changed over the past 150 years.  

This exhibit runs 9 am to 4 pm Tuesday through Saturday 
throughout the summer at the museum on Madison’s Capitol 

Square.  

We are working to expand our exhibit documenting those 
from the area who served in the military.  If you have mili-
tary memorabilia or stories to share, we’d love to hear 

from you. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

If you have time to make some treats 

(bars/cookies/cupcakes) for the July 3 

Lost Lake School open house or to help 

with serving that day 1pm to 5pm, let 

Mary Biel know at 326-3573. 

 

It’s not to soon to start thinking about a 

theme for our Labor Day Parade float.  

If you have a  neat float idea that will 

help promote our society, let Arnie 

Bashynski know at 326-3301. 

Look at these fashionable men at Obermeyer’s Tavern in Hooperville .  Joseph Ober-

meyer is the man behind the bar.  The others are not identified in this undated photo. 

Dear Members, 

 It has been ten years since we became incorpo-

rated and I was elected president of the Lost Lake - 

Randolph Historical Society. 

 I have enjoyed my time serving in this capacity, 

always trying to include everyone’s ideas and keep us 

all working together.  We have accomplished a great 

deal in ten years. We have maintained our membership 

level at well over 100 people. We are financially solvent 

and our fundraising is consistent thanks to our generous 

members. We have grown our museum into a  true asset 

for the community.  There is much to be proud of. 

 We will continue to have our challenges like 

repairing hail storm damage, expanding exhibits and  

promoting our efforts to the broader community. I am 

certain that we will be able to meet those challenges 

and more during the coming years. 

 At this time I would like to announce that I will 

not be seeking another term as president to give ample 

time for those who might be interested to consider run-

ning for a position on the board before officer elections 

at our Annual Meeting on August 10. 

 I’d like to offer a heartfelt thank you to every-

one who has worked so hard  and given both financial 

support and volunteer time again and again. 

 I’ve enjoyed working with all of you and will 

continue to stay involved and assist the organization in 

any way I can. 

Sincerely, 

Delwyn Biel 



N7148 Hwy 73 

Randolph, WI  53956 

Phone: 920-326-3573 

Email: delbiel@netzero.com 

Lost Lake - Randolph Historical Society 

P R E S E R V I N G  T H E  P A S T  F O R  T O D A Y  A N D  F O R  T O M O R R O W  

DODGE COUNTY TRI-ANNUAL MEETING 

The Tri-annual Meeting of the Dodge County Histori-

cal Societies will be held on July 9th, hosted by the 

Limestone School Museum. It will begin with a 

broasted chicken dinner at the Iron Ridge Inn at noon 

(registration and reception 11 am).  Following lunch, 

the meeting will adjourn to the Courthouse in Juneau.  

There Judge Andrew Bissonnette will discuss and 

demonstrate how technology has changed the court 

system over the years. The cost per person is $14.95.  

Please contact Delwyn or Mary Biel if you are inter-

ested in going by Friday, June 24.  All members are 

welcome to attend. The Limestone School Museum is located on the corner of North 

Main and Buchanan Streets in Mayville and is open  on the  1st 

and 3rd  Sundays, May through October from 1:30 - 4:30 pm. 

 

FACILITY UPDATE 

Like so many of us in the area, our historical society buildings sustained roof and siding damage during the 

hail storms on April 3.  Our insurance company is in the process of evaluating the needed repairs.  

Thank you to Beverly Broderdorf for planting the flowerbeds and to Lost Lake Acres for donating the plants. 

Thanks to Ted Yaroch for his lawn care work. 

Four pews were removed at the back of the church to make way for display cases. A big thank you to Arnie 

Bashynski for organizing the repurposing of these pews into beautiful display cases by craftsman Nick Meyer. 

What a great way to reuse them! 


