
 The first museum that I ever went to was likely 

the open air Pioneer Village in Minot, North Dakota.  I 

was six years-old and I still remember jumping on and 

off wagons and old steam tractors, dragging my Holly 

Hobbie doll along for the ride.  Somehow this early 

memory of seeing how people used to live has stuck 

with me for 35 years.     

 I‟ve been to many museums since then and have 

been fortunate to view priceless works of art and arti-

facts too old to fathom that they still survive, but my 

favorite exhibits remain those that show us how average 

people lived their lives. 

 It‟s no surprise when great works of art and pre-

cious jewels endure the centuries, protected in a vault or 

in the private collection of a royal family, but when 

items people used to live their daily lives survive, it is 

nothing short of amazing. Those are the real treasures, 

helping us understand the people who came before us. 

 Indeed, the functional items we use each day 

inevitably break or out-live their usefulness, becoming 

that era‟s „garbage.‟  I can hear the conversation across 

the centuries and continents.  “What are you saving that 

for?  It‟s broken and we have a new one.  Get rid of it.”   

And, out „it‟ goes to make way for the new.  Years upon 

years later an archeologist is sifting through the rubble 

of an ancient civilization and unearths this long-

discarded item and shouts, “Aha!  Look what I‟ve 

found.”   The item is then carefully protected and me-

ticulously catalogued before being placed reverently in 

its display. 

 The hair comb in the Athens Museum makes me 

picture a young Mycenaean girl sitting still while her 

mother plaits her hair.  The coin with the image of Pon-

tius Pilate conjures up a scene in a Judean marketplace.  

An old covered wagon, jam packed with all the posses-
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It was suggested that it 

was time to pay tribute 

to the volunteer work 

that RJ and I have 

done for the society.   

Because it would be 

slightly awkward for 

me to write this tribute, 

it’s sufficient to say 

that RJ and I believe 

the Historical Society is 

a worthy cause for our 

volunteer time and 

appreciate the chance 

to make a difference 

in the community. 

sions of a pioneer family, makes me imagine the long 

and perilous trail they endured.  And, a one-room 

school creates a picture of students of various ages, 

learning diligently and efficiently in such a small 

space. 

 These are the items and exhibits which make 

history come alive, giving us a slice of the past we 

wouldn‟t otherwise have had the chance to view.  And 

this remains our mission at the Lost Lake – Randolph 

Historical Society.  Our museum houses no crown jew-

els, Monets or Picassos but I believe that what we do 

exhibit is more important for feeding the mind and 

showing how real people, really lived. 

   By Valerie Biel Johnson 
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Message from the President 

Want to be a 
member? 

If you are not a member 

but would like to join, our 

membership levels are:   

$10 Individual                 

$20 Family                     

$100 Contributing          

$500 Business/Professional         

$1000 Sustaining 

Please send your name and 
address along with your  
contribution to  
Lost Lake-Randolph Historical 
Society 
c/o Lois Biel   

324 North Columbus Street 

Randolph, WI  53956 

 

 JULY 4  Museum Open  1– 4 pm 

 JULY 8  Board Meeting  2 pm 

 JULY 18  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 AUGUST 1  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 AUGUST 11  Annual meeting  7 pm 

 AUGUST 15  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 SEPTEMBER 5  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

 SEPT. 19  Museum Open   1– 4 pm 

  

 Dates to be announced for September/October:   

 Lost Lake School Restoration - open house 

 Dodge County Historical Societies’ Tri-Annual Meeting (hosted by us) 

2010 Calendar of Events 

Dear Members,  
 

 It will soon be a year since we moved the Lost Lake School to our Historical Society 
property.  Our progress has been steady, but there is much more to do.  Repairs so far in-
clude; removal and replacement of ceiling with dry wall, nearly completed siding, new win-
dow inserts, replacement of damaged floor boards, chimney enclosure construction, and new 

concrete steps and sidewalk.   

 Some of this work has been hired, with the remaining labor coming from our handy 
volunteers.  We appreciate the time these volunteers have put in and are asking our member-
ship for more help.  We are currently refinishing the interior window frames and covering the 
bottom portion of the walls with wainscoting.  As we approach the finish line (hopefully late 
this summer), we’ll also need help setting up the school with desks, books and other artifacts.  
(See the article on the next page for the items we are hoping to acquire to make the interior 

as authentic as possible.)  If you are interested in assisting, please give me a call. 

 Additionally, we will likely be paying professionals for some of the remaining work.  
If you are unable to volunteer but would like to help in some way, please consider a donation 

to help offset some of these costs. (An envelope & form are enclosed.) 

 Our goal is to hold a public open house for the completed project sometime this fall.  
We’re happy to show you our progress if you want to stop by on one of Sundays the mu-

seum is open.   

 In this issue I’d like to extend a thank you to Valerie and RJ Johnson for their volun-
teer efforts.  RJ was instrumental in the legal negotiations with the diocese when we bought 
the property in 2001 and went on to serve a few terms as secretary.  Valerie handles our 

database of members, sends out all the mailings you receive and writes the newsletter.   

 Elsewhere in and around our museum:  We are grateful for the donation of a large 
(14’x10’) model train display which will be placed in the balcony.  This donation came from 

the Broderdorf Family. 

 Finally, we’re sorry for the loss of Tom Dover and Harold Precht, two of our mem-

bers who have passed away since the last newsletter.   

 Sincerely, 

 Delwyn Biel 
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LOST LAKE SCHOOL RESTORATION 

 

 We look forward to setting up the school and need your help to make it look as authentic as possible.  

Maybe you have some of these items tucked away in a shed or attic, or maybe you enjoy combing through an-

tique malls.  We know these items are out there somewhere.  They just need to be found. 

School desks - There are two pictures below showing actual desks in use from different years. The older dou-

ble-desks from Lost Lake School would be a real find.   

Water cooler crock -  See the picture below of this crock.  It would have had a spigot making it easy to get a 

drink of water.  

Cursive alphabet border  - We all remember these borders showing us how to form our letters properly as 

we learned cursive writing. 

Books -  Level readers or other text books. 

Slates, globes, old maps and any other items would be wonderful additions to our collection. 

Please call Delwyn at 920-326-3573 if you have any items to donate. 

Lost Lake School 1935 

Notice the metal scrollwork on these double-desks. 

We need a water 

cooler crock such as 

this one above. 

Wooden individual desks, 

such as these in use at the 

Brace School in 1960-61, 

would  be a great find. 

Window frame refinishing in        

progress (above.) A portion of the 

new drywall ceiling is visible as is 

a bit of the  patched hardwood 

floor. 

The new sidewalk and steps make the ap-

proach to the building safer.  New siding  

and windows are visible in the photo above.  

Shortly, the siding will be finished on the 

entrance wall. 
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As a benefit to our members this newsletter will be published twice per year.                         

Your ideas, articles and pictures are welcome. For publication contact Valerie Johnson              

at 920/326-5554 or email at ValerieBJohnson@aol.com.   Next issue Fall 2010. 

On June 12 the Lomira Historical Society hosted the latest Dodge County Tri-Annual meeting.  Bill Volkert gave 

an informative presentation about the Horicon Marsh and the many changes it has gone through.  The atten-

dees were surprised to learn that at one point the marsh was drained for farming with some disastrous conse-

quences.  When the marsh dried out, the grasses and peat soil were very combustible and there were many 

fires.  Additionally, before modern hunting limits were put in place there was gross over-hunting of the wild 

fowl which was displayed in his numerous photos.  After this interesting presentation, members toured the Silver 

Leaf School Museum, the one-room school being rehabbed by the Lomira Historical Society.  

Those attending from our Society were Arnie Bashynski, Delwyn & Mary Biel, Lois & Vernon Biel, Myrlen Camp-

nell, Gene & Karryl Carlin, Bill & Mary Kirchberg, and Kathy Schraufnagel. 

 

It is our turn to host the next meeting this fall.  We’ve begun planning and have put out requests to interesting 
speakers.  This will be held on a Saturday in September or October.  We’ll surely need assistance pulling the 

event together.  More information will follow as soon as we have a speaker and a date.   

Dodge County Tri-Annual Meetings 

Our Turn to Host This Fall! 


