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 In this issue we are saluting Jim Riese, one of our founding mem-
bers and an invaluable researcher.  He has spent countless hours pour-
ing over old documents and scanning through old newspapers. His re-
search has provided the society with an extensive listing and display of 
Dodge County cheese factories. He also created an incredibly compre-
hensive list of obituaries from the Beaver Dam Argus for people in the 
townships around the Lost Lake area.  This computerized listing should 
be very helpful to genealogy researchers as he as entered all of the 
pertinent family information; the names of parents, siblings, children and 
relevant dates for marriages and deaths.  We also have Jim to thank 

for the case displaying arrowheads found in the area. 

 It is next to impossible to count the hours he has put into these 
projects.  We owe him a big thank you for his determination and stam-

ina.  Thanks for your hard work Jim! 

We Salute Jim Riese 

Moving & Restoring the Lost Lake School 

As many of you have seen, the Lost Lake School has been moved to its new foundation on the Historical Society grounds.  
The process of moving the building was not as simple as we had hoped.  Once it was jacked up, the need for additional 
support beams was evident.  Thank you to Vernon Biel, Gene Carlin, Delwyn Biel, Arnie Bashynski, Paul Biel and William 
Champeau, Jr. for undertaking this job which allowed the building to be safely transported on July 7 along County Road 

FW, CC and Concord Road.  Toellner Moving of Beaver Dam handled the transportation.  

Restoration is underway, but will take months and at least $6000 as some repairs are quite extensive.  We hope to high-
light our progress in an open-house in late spring, but we need your help to stay on this timeline.  We are grateful for any 
donations to offset these expenses.  We are also in need of one-room school items such as student desks, books, a water 
cooler and any other items the students or teacher would have used.  We have donations of a teacherõs desk and chair 
(originally from Sunlit School), a student desk, original Lost Lake School index card file and a number of books.  All donors 

will be recognized inside the school. 

Jim Riese with his sister-in-law Val Riese. 
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Our annual meeting was held on Wednesday, August 12.  All officers were re-

elected to their positions.   

 

In the past year we raised approximately $21,500 through fundraisers, dues, dona-
tions and rent on the rectory.  This also includes $1,572 donated in memory of de-
ceased  members.  We spent nearly $21,000 for operating expenses and repairs. 
This includes fundraising expenses and membership benefits like the 100 Year Cele-
bration dinner.   Memorial donations allowed us to purchase a sign for displaying 
opening hours by the road and two swing displays which help us protect fragile 

documents inside the museum. 
 

We currently have 128 members in our society.  (That includes 120 membership re-
newals and 8 new memberships in the August 08 to July 09 time period.)  Our mem-
bership has held steady in this range for a few years.   
 

We discussed ongoing projects focusing mainly on the Lost Lake School restoration.  
We also talked about upcoming events; the Chili Supper on November 14 and the 
possibility of an old-fashioned box supper or ice cream social to coincide with the 
grand opening of the one-room school exhibit in the late Spring or early Summer.   

We welcome any feedback.  

ANNUAL MEETING NOTES 

Thank You! 

Thanks to Corey and Diane Neuman for not being afraid of heights and cleaning the eaves on the rectory.  

A special thanks to Kathy Schraufnagel , Gene Carlin, Vernon Biel and Arnie Bashynski for creating our first 
place float for the Labor Day Parade.  Thanks to John Barstow for use of the tractor and Schraufnagels for 
use of the trailer. The float featured a miniature one-room school. We won the $100 prize!  (see above) 

In Memorial  
 Sadly, we need to pay tribute to our members who have passed away.       

Bernadean Stofflet, Evelyn Kirchberg, Karen Griswold and Geraldine Riese will be 
missed by us all.  Thank you to everyone who made a special memorial donation       

to the society in their names.   

CALENDAR 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14 - CHILI SUPPER 
 

BOARD MEETINGS AT 2 PM   

Nov 19 - Jan 7 - March 4 - May 6 
 

LATE SPRING/EARLY SUMMER 
(date to be decided) 

SCHOOL HOUSE OPEN HOUSE and   OLD
-FASHIONED BOX SUPPER or  

ICE CREAM SOCIAL  
 

MUSEUM OPENING HOURS 1st & 3rd 
SUNDAYS STARTING JUNE 6, 2010 


